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Hanford Tank Waste Operations & Closure (H2C) 
EVENT REPORT FORM 

 

1. Project: Tank Farm Projects   2. Report Date: 06/11/2026 

3. Title:                                             AOP-015 Response in A-Farm 
4. Investigation Report Number   
    (if applicable):  EIR-2026-044 5. Revision:  0____         

6. Responsible Manager:  

7. Event Investigator:   

8. Area/Building/Location: 200E/A-Farm/Near A-103 

9. Date and Approximate Time of Event:   Date: 05/28/2026 Time: (military)   1250 
 
  

10. Associated Action Request (AR) Number: ITDC-AR-2026-1917 

11. Occurrence Report Number (if applicable):  N/A 
 
12. Event Learning Meeting Held: Yes [ ]  or No [X]   Date:     N/A Time: (military)    N/A  
 
13. Brief Summary of Event: What Happened? 
At approximately 1250 hours on 05/28/2026, four American Electric Incorporated (AEI) 
electricians were in A-Farm at A-103 when one of their Personal Ammonia Monitors 
(PAM) alarmed at 6 parts per million (ppm).  
 
At the time of the alarm the electricians were all wearing full-face air-purifying 
respirators with gas/vapor cartridges (MSA GME Chemical Vapor). No odors or symptoms 
were reported and all involved workers declined precautionary medical evaluation. 
 
14. What Should Have Happened? 
The PAM should not have indicated increased ammonia concentrations or activated the 
action-level (>12 ppm ammonia) unless changing tank vapor conditions were present 
(which includes the COPC Sentinel indicator for ammonia). 
 
15. Key Facts from Investigation:  
The responding Industrial Hygiene Technician (IHT) entered A-Farm to perform Direct 
Reading Instrument (DRI) monitoring with a MultiRAE Pro. Monitoring was performed 
around A-103 where the PAM alarmed for potential sources of ammonia and/or tank 
vapors. DRI monitoring and observations made by the IHT demonstrated that no ongoing 
conditions which could result in PAM alarm existed at the time. 
 
To summarize the conclusions of Industrial Hygiene Investigation Report (IHIR) IHIR-
00138, “AOP-015 in A-farm”: The nearest active exhauster in the area is found within 
A Farm. The Vapor Detection Monitoring System (VMDS) reports that at 1250 hours on 
5/28/2026 stack readings for ammonia in POR519 were <1 ppm. The event occurred just 
southeast of the exhauster. Furthermore, the review of VMDS data concludes that there 
was very low potential for ground level exposure from exhausters. Based on reviewing 
environmental conditions related to worker location and available monitoring data 
when the events occurred, it is unlikely that the PAM alarm was caused by Tank Farm 
vapors.  
 
From the Industrial Hygiene Equipment Investigation (IHEI) IHEI-00010, “AOP-15 
Response at 241-A Farm”: A detailed physical evaluation of the Ventis Pro 5 was 
conducted to identify any mechanical damage, component degradation, or configuration 
faults affecting device functionality. No physical defects or configuration errors 
were observed. During quality control testing, the alarm condition was reproduced 
when the sample inlet was intentionally obstructed in a controlled clean-air 
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environment. The instrument indicated a measured concentration of 6 ppm. This 
behavior deviates from the expected performance characteristics suggesting the sensor 
may be more susceptible than normal. The PAM unit has been taken out of service. 
 
16. Impact to Facility: (Caused by the event or a description of known consequences): 
Due to access restrictions at A-Farm an impact to operational capabilities occurred 
until response actions could be completed and access restored.   
 

17. Problem Statement (Who, What, Where, When, and Consequence/Impact): N/A 
 

18. Event Causal Matrix Summary:  N/A 
 

 
 
 
19. See IHIR-00138, “AOP-015 in A-farm” on next page(s): 
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