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Investigation Summary  
  
At 0929 on March 30, 2017 the Central Shift Office (CSO) received notification that three 
Health Physics Technicians (HPT’s) reported smelling strong odors in the SX-Farm Change 
Trailer, MO-298. The CSO initiated an AOP-15 event and sent notifications via the Shift Office 
Event Notification system (SOEN).  

 
                      Aerial view of MO-298 in West Area 

 
At approximately 0845 three HPTs were performing routine surveys at MO-298, SX-Farm 
change trailer. Two of the three HPTs were performing monthly routines surveying the inside 
of MO-298 and the third HPT present was performing weekly routines, surveying the 
perimeter of MO-298 and the two laundry trailers located just in front of MO-298. The HPTs 
surveying the inside of MO-298 entered the building around 0900 and noticed a strong odor 
most similar to a propane gas like smell. The HPTs called the third HPT to check if they also 
thought the odor was strange. All three HPTs verified that the odor was isolated to the inside of 
MO-298. The odor was described as being too strong to get dressed inside the trailer. 
 
The HPT’s immediately halted their jobs and began making notifications to ST Area Day Shift 
Management, direct line supervisors and operators at approximately 0904. The HPTs were 
offered Occupational Medical Service (HPMC) evaluations by management and all three 
declined. 
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The operators contacted responded immediately, arriving at about 0910 and posting red 
danger tape across both entrances into MO-298. At approximately 0950 the HPTs filled out 
Odor Response Cards (see Attachment 1). Event Investigation Report (EIR)-2017-013 was 
initiated at 1318 by CSO. At 1510, notification was sent by the responding Industrial Hygienist 
Technicians (IHTs) affirming that direct reading instrument (DRI) and hazardous air pollutants 
on site (HAPSITE) sampling resulted in no contaminants above Action Levels at MO-298. At 
approximately 1521 CSO confirmed exit of AOP-15 and access restored to MO-298.   
 

End of Summary 
 

No Fact Finding Meeting was held for this event. 
 
Weather Information 

 
Time   Temp    %RH    Pressure          Wind (mph) 
0900       49        48        29.23       W  @ 12  gust  24   
1000       52        41        29.24       WNW  @  16  gust  27 
1100       55        38        29.26       NW  @  17  gust  30  

 
Event Timeline  

3/30/17  

  0845: HPTs arrive on job site to perform routine surveys  

  0900: Two HPTs surveying MO-298 notice odor and ask third HPT to verify odor 

0904: Notifications of strong odors made to management and operators. HPMC 

evaluations declined   

           ~0910: Operators arrive and post red danger tape across both entrances into MO-298 

  0929: Enter AOP-015 initiated by CSO 

0950: HPTs fill-out odor response cards 

1029: IH perform official sampling 

1318: EIR-2017-013 Initiated by CSO 

1510: Notification sent by IH confirming DRI and HAPSITE sampling resulted in MO-

298 showing no contaminants above Action Levels 

1521: Exit of AOP-15 and access restored to MO-298 
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Preliminary Extent of Condition Review  

This AOP-15 entry was specific to MO-298, SX-Farm change trailer and occurred outside of 
Tank Farm boundaries. Given the potential source and associated potential causes, the 
preliminary extent of condition is bound to the immediate area.   

 Discussion of Potential Causes    

1. No potential causes identified however, MO-298 will need to be inspected for potential 
vermin infestation, specifically through entrance in the skirting.  

2. The HVAC system in MO-298 is out of service, causing the condition for stagnant air to 
be present and potentially adding to odor.  

3. Reviewed release work activities for ST Area confirmed that no work was being 
performed that could cause odor.  

Recommendations/Proposed Corrective Actions   

1. Conduct Industrial Health (IH) sampling of confined space area under MO-298. 

Attachments:  

1. Odor Response Cards, pages 4-7 
2. Central Shift Office Log Book Entry AOP-15, page 8 
3. Central Shift Office Log Book Exit AOP-15, page 9 
4. WRPS-PER-2017-0582: SX Change Trailer AOP-015 Event, pages 10-12 
5. Production Operations Release Sheet, page 13 
6. Industrial Health Investigation Report, pages 14 -18 
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Attachment 1 - Odor Response Cards – 1 of 3 
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Attachment 1 - Odor Response Cards – 2 of 3 
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Attachment 1 - Odor Response Cards – 3 of 3 
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Attachment 2 – Central Shift Office Log Book Entry AOP-15 
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Attachment 3 –Central Shift Office Log Book Exit AOP-15  
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Attachment 4-WRPS-PER-2017-0582: SX Change Trailer AOP-15 Event 
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Attachment 4-WRPS-PER-2017-0582: SX Change Trailer AOP-15 Event 
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Attachment 4-WRPS-PER-2017-0582: SX Change Trailer AOP-15 Event 
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Attachment 5 - Production Operations Release Sheet 
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Attachment 6 - Industrial Health Investigation Report, Page 1 of 5 
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Attachment 6 - Official Industrial Health Investigation Report, Page 2 of 5 
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Attachment 6 - Official Industrial Health Investigation Report, Page 3 of 5 
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Attachment 6 - Official Industrial Health Investigation Report, Page 4 of 5 
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Attachment 6 - Official Industrial Health Investigation Report, Page 5 of 5 
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